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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XI. March 14, 1851. No. 5. 


J. C. Adams, Esq., President, in the chair. 

Warren De la Rue, Esq., St. Mary's Road, Islington ; 
R. C. Carrington, Esq., Observatory, Durham ; and 
Thomas Tate, Esq., Amber Cottages, Twickenham, 
were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


The life of Professor Schumacher in the Annual Report is kept 
standing in type, to receive corrections and additions. Professor 
Struve, who furnished a principal part of the facts and dates, pro¬ 
poses to annex an estimate of the influence which the exertions 
and character of the deceased have had on the progress of modern 
astronomy. This has been delayed unavoidably from the pressure 
of urgent business. 


Astronomische Nachrichten. 

The Editor of the Monthly Notices suggests that it is a proper 
time to call attention to this invaluable publication, which has now 
become an astronomical necessity. We cannot contemplate the 
cessation of the work without dismay, and as it is not as yet known 
whether the support of Government will be continued, or to what 
extent, all well-wishers to the progress of astronomy must contri¬ 
bute their assistance. By such a combination, success under the 
new Editors, Professor Hansen and Dr. Petersen, may be ensured. 
From inquiries which have been made, it appears that the numbers 
which compose a volume can be sent free by post to England for 
i is. 6d . The Editor proposes to open a list for subscribers at that 
price, requiring, however, prepayment , to avoid trouble and corre¬ 
spondence. Any Fellows of the Society, or indeed any person 
caring for the science, who forwards his name and address and sub¬ 
scription for the current volume, will receive the numbers free, and 
by post, as they are published. 

The payments will be received by the Assistant Secretary, Mr. 
Williams, and the Editor will transfer the amount to Dr. Petersen. 

It is possible that some gentlemen in America might wish to 
avail themselves of this arrangement, and it is presumed that an 
additional penny would pay for the sea passage of each number, if 
the convention between England and America includes foreign 
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124 Letter to the President . 

serial publications. In this case, it would be easy to calculate the 
additional expense, and perhaps some friend of astronomy in the 
United States would charge himself with the arrangement. That 
the Astronomische Nachrichten must be supported, and, if possible, 
extended, needs no demonstration. 


The Nautical Almanac for 1854. has recently been published. 
Besides the usual information, it contains ephemerides of all the 
newly-discovered planets for 1851, except Egeria, and co-ordinates 
of the sun for 1851, 2, 3. 


Note by the Astronomer Hoyal. 

In an oral address to the Society, “ On Instruments adapted to 
the Measure of small Meridional Zenith Distances,” delivered at the 
meeting of 1849, June 8 (Monthly Notices, vol. ix. No. 8), I al¬ 
luded (page 184, last paragraph) to the opinion of Bouguer, on the 
impropriety of inferring the certainty of a mean result from the 
mere accordance of individual results. The more forcible expres¬ 
sion, however, of this opinion, which 1 had in my mind, is that of 
Svanberg, in the account of the modern measure of an arc of 
meridian in Lapland ; and the sentiment is so important and so 
well expressed that I think it desirable to place it before the Society 
in the very words of Svanberg:— 

“ L’accord d’un grand nombre d’observations ne suffit pas tou- 
jours pour en prouver la bonte, k moins qu’on ne se soit assure 
auparavant, par l’examen le plus scrupuleux de l’instrument dont 
on s’est servi, qu’il n’y ait eu dans celui-ci aucune cause qui ait 
agi eonstamment dans le meme sens pour en alterer tous les 
resultats.”—Svanberg, Discours Preliminaire , p. xxvi. 


Letter to the President and Council of the Royal Astronomical 
Society, from Mr. Dawes, with a framed Drawing of Saturn, 

“ Gentlemen,w—I have the pleasure of presenting to the Royal 
Astronomical Society the accompanying picture of the planet 
Saturn , which I hope the Society will do me the favour to accept. 
It is specially intended to exhibit the appearance of the interior 
obscure zone, or ring, as discovered by me on Nov. 29th, 1850. 

“ As the picture refers only to the discoveries of that night, the 
indications I have since noticed of a division of the obscure ring 
into two are, of course, not introduced. Viewed at a distance of 
about fifteen feet, it very fairly represents the appearance of the 
planet in my telescope at the above-mentioned date. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ Wm. R. Dawes. 

lt Wateringbury, ^th March, 1851.” 
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